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One day away from Geneva 


ANOTHER WORLD IS POSSIBLE Geneva. June 22- 
25, 2000 


From June 26d to June 30th, a conference 
following the UN Social Summit known as 
"Copenhagen+5" will be held in Geneva. For 
associations, NGOs and trade unions from all over 
the world, it will be the opportunity to claim a real 
social diary of people against consequences of 
liberal globalisation. Two important rendezvous 
are scheduled before this conference : 


From June 22nd to June 24th, a parallel forum will 
be held in which hundreds of delegates from the 
five continents will debate, inside of a dozen of 
workshops, about themes such as_ debt 
cancellation ; treaty for investments opening ; 
public services ; armed conflicts and globalisation 
; european financial organizations' working ; Tobin 
tax and UN conference's stakes. The fact that 
North and South American, Asian, Australian, 
European and African people will attend this forum 
will allow us to reach one more step in the 
construction of an international network capable of 
acting and calling up as widely as possible in any 
place the world's leaders may meet. Participants 
will be welcomed at La Maison des Associations, 8 
rue du Vieux Billard. 


On Sunday 25th of June, at 12.00, most of 
organizers (ICFTU, American NGOs, Korean 
unions, European social movements,...) will talk 
about the campaigns they are leading in their 


respective countries against liberal globalisation. 
Another great moment of that day : the 
international demonstration that will leave at 3 pm 
from the Place Neuve, go past WTO's 
headquarters, and scatter in front of UN's 
headquarters. 


Informations from J une 22nd to june 25th: 41 22 
320 42 64 or 41 78 626 54 96 Fax 41 22 320 42 
61 


Or Lucy MATTHEWS (JUBILEE 2000 UK) from now 
on: 44 207 739 1000 Fax 44 207 739 2300 


Two press points will be held in Geneva : On 
Thursday 22nd of June at 11.00 at the Salle du 
Faubourg, 8 rue des Terreaux du Temple 


On Sunday 25th of june at 11.30 at the Université 
Mail, 102 bd Carl-Vogt 


Millau: Stop Blind Globalization! 


A private company trying to sell trips to Millau is 
writing the following “With a proud history of 
revolution against oppression, French 
progressives, farmers and workers have been 
leading the international charge against corporate 
global domination. The trip dates of June 19 to 
July 3 will enable the tour group to join "the 
biggest demonstration against globalization in 
2000" in Southern France, called for June 30 & 
July 1 by Confédération Paysanne and _ it's 
president, farmer José Bové - 30,000 people are 
expected! A prominent speaker at the recent 
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Seattle protests, Bové has become practically a 
household name with his creative resistance to 
punitive WTO tariffs and genetically modified 
foods. Participants in this delegation will explore 
the French people's unique brand of activism as 
they meet with farmers, community organizers, 
labor leaders, and business, immigrant, consumer 
and student groups. We will learn of the militant 
and inspiring work of individuals and organizations 
all over Europe to preserve their hard-won social 
programs against privatization, and to link the 
well-being of their people to the welfare of the 
rest of the world's populace and that of the 
planet.” This week trip will cost you $2 400 from 
Paris as presented by this company. 


Local chapters of ATTAC’ but also other 
organizations have organized trips by train, bus or 
car where you have to participate a small fee. 
From Paris a train is organized (departure 
Thursday night arriving Friday morning and 
returning Saturday night and arriving Sunday 
morning) for 400 FF round trip. If you want to 
register please contact ASAP (available seats are 
running out) sylvie@attac.org or Sylvie at +33 1 
43.36.30.54. It will be very important to tell her 
that you are calling or writing on our behalf. 


“30th June sees world attention focusing on 
Millau, France as this normally sleepy Mid France 
town becomes the centre of the anti globalisation 
struggle. In these exclusive interviews, José Bové, 
recently described by Businessweek as one of the 
"Stars of Europe", sets out the agenda for the 
demonstration.” You'll find José Bové press 
conference on the following website 
http://www. france.indymedia.org/ 





The Millennium Forum 


The Millennium Forum was held at the UN 
headquarters in New York from May 22nd to 26th. 
Organised by confessional organisations, it was 
attended by some 1300 NGO's from around a 
hundred countries, with the aim of drawing up 
recommendations for the governments which will 
be meeting next September for an exceptional 
session of the United Nations. 


Notably absent from this forum were trade unions, 
likewise certain organisations such as the Landless 
Movement and also the groups which were the 
main activists at "Seattle" and then "Washington", 
particularly the American ones. 


Mr Kofi Annan affirmed his determination to work 
openly with "civil society", without ever really 


defining this. He referred repeatedly to lessons 
learnt in the street during the recent 
demonstrations But this was not what constituted 
the real originality of this meeting. 


Throughout the five days of meetings grouped by 
continent and by theme, the non-governmental 
organisations disrupted the forum, which began 
with consensual speeches giving prominence to 
the Secretary-General, and to a view of humanity 
which was "religious" to say the least. The NGO's 
gained recognition for a more pragmatic view of 
the situation, and for acceptance of clear 
recommendations. 


In the field of globalisation, one culprit alone was 
in the dock: ultra-liberalism, which submits all 
human activities, and all the natural resources 
which we share, to the diktat of multinational 
enterprises in the sole name of profit. It was 
proposed that a legal framework should be made 
binding on transnational firms, to regulate their 
functioning. 


In the political field, the lack of transparency of 
international organisations was noted, as was the 
more or less despotic sway of the WTO. It was 
proposed that developing countries should not be 
subject to the agreements on intellectual property 
(TRIPS), and that both the Bretton Woods 
institutions (IMF and World Bank) and the WTO be 
accountable to the Economic and Social Council of 
the United Nations. 


There was a noteworthy re-affirmation of the 
predominant world rdéle which should be that of 
the UNO, once progress has been made on two 
particular points. The Security Council was 
harshly attacked, particularly the composition of 
its permanent members. Its representativity 
needed to be revised, to bring it into line with 
today's world. Another demand surfaced: that a 
second chamber be added to the General 
Assembly - a chamber with an advisory rdle, 
composed of representatives directly elected by 
the people. But there were also expressions of 
condemnation of the attitude of certain countries, 
particularly the United States, whose refusal to 
pay put the whole functioning of the organisation 
in jeopardy. A particular demand was that the 
right of vote of these countries should be made 
conditional upon the payment of their arrears. 


ATTAC was present to reaffirm its analysis of the 
process of globalisation, and to put forward two 
specific propositions: the establishment of the 
Tobin Tax and the abolition of tax havens, which 
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are central to the circuits of laundering the money 
from illegal traffic, particularly in women and 
children, in human organs, in drugs and in 
armaments. These two propositions were included 
in a number of debates, not only those calling into 
question "the process of liberal globalisation", but 
also those on "the eradication of poverty and the 
relief of debt", on "sustainable development", and 
on "financing the UNO". 


A Tobin Tax, in one form or another, was variously 
expressed as a means of action in the context of 
globalisation, as a step forward for democracy in 
the fight against the financial speculation which 
destabilizes whole economies, and as a way of 
financing a "poverty fund", such as was proposed 
by the African NGO's and taken up by the forum 
as a whole. In fact the majority of NGO's present 
shared the idea of a Tobin Tax, and have on 
different occasions made it one of their 
recommendations to governments. 


Although it took 18 hours of fierce debate in 
plenary session to draw up the final document, 
this wa given the form of a mere declaration, 
which will be presented to the governments, after 
which it will be up to them to implement the 
recommendations. This means that 
demonstrations could be held in September, in 
front of the UN Headquarters, to remind heads of 
government of certain realities, and demand that 
they clearly state their position with regard to 
certain areas such as debt relief, protection of the 
environment, human rights, peace, and economic 
development that respects peoples and cultures. 


Laurent Jesover. Redactor, newsletter@attac.org 
English version thanks to Barbara Strauss 





Call to witness 


| am the editor-in-chief of the magazine 
Prevention. Prevention is published bi-annually 
and is a comprehensive review of issues that are 
social science and health related. | am currently 
working on the social implications of the 
handicapped and | am looking for incidences of 
discrimination against them based on first-hand 
accounts, analyses, and reports on how their life is 
affected in terms of employment, lodging, 
transportation, social and _ cultural lifestyle, 
salaries, insurance, etc. 


Dominique Durant, Editor-in chief 
prevenir@viva. press. fr 





For more — information, our webside is 
http: //www.mutuelle-de- 
france. fr/prevenir/index.htm 








For health’s sake: let discrimination end! 


Universal Coverage for Illness (UCI) represents 
unqualified social progress. And, for the first 
time, the principle of prohibiting discrimination 
and over-billing in the affairs of health of the 
elderly or handicapped can be made law. 


What the UCI has been able to obtain for 10 per 
cent of the population should apply to all. 


Today, France has the chance to further this 
ethical and social principle. According to the 
General State of Health which endorses the will to 
respect people and to guarantee their participation 
in the choices which concern them, a bill to 
modernize the health system is now proposed and 
will be debated in Parliament in the Spring of 
2001. 


France must seize this opportunity to write this 
principle into law: to fobrid discrination and over- 
billing in the affairs pertaining to the health of the 
elderly and handicapped, and to extend it to all 
organizations involved in sickness insurance. 


The first interparliamentary meeting on 
the Tobin Tax 


The European Parliament Intergroup "Capital Tax, 
Fiscal Systems and Globalisation" 


With the support of the NGOs ATTAC, War on 
Want, SOLIDAR 


is pleased to invite you to 


THE FIRST INTERPARLIAMENTARY MEETING ON 
THE TOBIN TAX 


Wednesday 28 June 2000 at the European 
Parliament, 60, rue Wiertz - 1047 Brussels 


PROGRAMME 
8h30 - Welcome 


9h00 - (Batiment/Building ASP - Salle/Room : 
1G3) 

Roundtable n°1 : The Tobin Tax and the different 
parliamentary initiatives in Europe and throughout 
the world 
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Chairman : Pierre JONCKHEER (MEP*, Belgium, 
Greens) 

Speaker : Bernard CASSEN, ATTAC President - 
"De I'Europe au Brésil : la taxe Tobin, une idée qui 
fait son chemin"/"From Europe to Brazil : the 
Tobin Tax, une idée qui fait son chemin" 
Participants David CHAYTOR (House _ of 
Commons, UK, Labour); Jean-Claude LEFORT 
(National Assembly, France, PC); Jacky MORAEL 
(Senate, Belgium, Ecologist) - "Les conclusions de 
la Commission des Finances du Sénat de Belgique 
sur la taxe Tobin"/"Conclusions on the Tobin Tax 
from the Belgium Senate Commission on 
Finance"; Terry PROVANCE (Tobin Tax Initiative, 
USA); Stephan TREMBLAY (Parliament, Canada) - 
"Le rapport du Parlement canadien en faveur de la 
taxe Tobin"/"The Canadian Parliament report in 
favor of a Tobin Tax" 


10h15 - Welcome to the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs for Finland by / Accueil du Ministre des 
Affaires Etrangéres de Finlande par Harlem DESIR 
(MEP, France, PSE, Président of the "Capital Tax, 
Fiscal System, Globalisation" intergroup) : What 
role for the European Union ? - Quel rdle pour 
l'Union européenne? 


10h30 - Speech by M. Erkki TUOMIOJA, Finland, 
Foreign Affairs Minister / Intervention de M. Erkki 
TUOMIOJA, Ministre des Affaires Etrangeres de 
Finlande 


11h - (Batiment/Building ASP - Salle/Room : 
1G3) 

Roundtable n°2: Tobin Tax : What transactions 
to be taxed? At which level? Who to collect it? 
What to do against fiscal evasion and tax 
heavens? 

Chairman : Francis WURTZ (MEP, France, 
Président of the GUE group) 

Speaker Alex CC. MICHALOS (Economist, 
"Northern British Columbia" University, Canada) - 
"Les arguments pour et contre une taxe sur les 
spéculations financiéres"/"Arguments for and 
against a tax on financial speculation" 

Participants : Julien DRAY (National Assembly, 
France, PS); Bruno JETIN (Economist, ATTAC) ; 
Giorgos KATIFORIS (MEP, Greece, PSE); Vincent 
PEILLON (National Assembly, France, PS, 
President of the Parliamentary Information Group 
on financial crimes in Europe); Christa RANDZIO 
PLATH (MEP, Germany, PSE, President of the 
Economic and Monetary Committee); Chantal 
ROBIN RODRIGO (National Assembly, France, 
RCV); Yvonne RUWAIDA (Parliament, Sweden; 
Greens) 


12h30 : Lunch time 


15h00_ - (Batiment/Building ASP - Salle/Room 
1G2) 

Roundtable n°3 : How to allocate revenues raised 
from the tax? Role of the United Nations 
organisations? The Tobin Tax: a possible way for a 
new North-South political cooperation? What 
reforms for the IMF and the Worldbank? 

Chairman : Paul LANNOYE (MEP, Belgium, 
President of the Greens Group) 

Speaker : Hans-Peter MARTIN (MEP, Austria, PSE) 
Participants Danielle AUROI (MEP, France, 
Greens); Fathi CHAMKI (Raid Attac Tunisia); 
Fiorella GHILARDOTTI (MEP, Italy, PSE); Michel 
HANSENNE (MEP, Belgium, PPE); Michael D. 
HIGGINS (Parlement, Ireland, Labour); Alain 
KRIVINE (MEP, France, GUE); Philippe MAHOUX 
(Senate, Belgium, PS); Fodé SYLLA (MEP, France, 
GUE); Steve TIBBETT (War on Want, SOLIDAR, 
UK) - "Le débat en Grande Bretagne : le réle de la 
City"/"The debate in the UK: London City's role"; 
Eric TOUSSAINT (Committee for the Cancellation 
of the Third World Debt); Detlev Van LARCHER 
(Bundestag, Germany, SPD) ; Anders WIJ KMAN 
(MEP, Sweden, PPE) 


16h30 = - (Batiment/Building ASP - Salle/Room 
1G2) 

Roundtable n°4 : New actions. Creation of an 
interparliamentary network; Link with NGOs and 
citizens? The role of the European Union 
Chairman : Enrique BARON CRESPO (MEP, Spain, 
President of the PSE Group) 

Speaker Yann GALUT (National Assembly, 
France, PS); Reino PAASILINNA (MEP, Finland, 
PSE) 

Participants Christophe AGUITON (ATTAC, 
France): Giampiero ALHADEF (Secrétaire général 
de SOLIDAR) ; Felice BESOSTRI (Senate, Italy, 
D.S.); Yasmine BOUDJ ENAH (MEP, France, GUE); 
Paul Marie COUTEAUX (MEP, France, UEN); J ean- 
Maurice DEHOUSSE (MEP, Belgique, PSE); 
Proinsias DE ROSSA (MEP, Ireland, PSE); Marie 
Noélle LIENEMANN (MEP, France, PSE); Robin 
ROUND (Halifax initiative, Canada); Helle 
THORNING SCHMIDT (MEP, Denmark, PSE) 


18h00 - Conclusions : Glyn FORD (MEP, UK, PSE, 
Secretary of the "Capital Tax, Fiscal System, 
Globalisation" Intergroup) 


*MEP = Member of the European Parliament 


REGISTRATIONS 
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No fees for registration. In order to prepare your 
access pass to the Parliament and to the meeting 
rooms we would like you to confirm your 
attendance before the 27 of June to: 


Harlem DESIR's office / Bureau de Harlem DESIR 
Tel : (00 32 2) 284 78 53 - Elsa JACQUEMIN 
Fax : (00 32 2) 284 98 53 


E-Mail : hdesir@europarl.eu.int 





Glyn FORD's office / Bureau de Glyn FORD 
Tel : (00 32 2) 284 75 18 - Elodie SERGENT 
Fax : (00 32 2) 284 95 18 

E-Mail : gford@europarl.eu.int 





